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mentioned, in earlier historical times Japanese pirates had
made themselves unpleasantly known in the Chinese seas
generally. It was, therefore, not to be wondered at that a
proposal to send a warlike expedition to Formosa should
not only raise the enthusiasm of the fiery samurai, but also
that the Government should take the opportunity of using
it as a safety-valve for the purpose of cooling their warlike
ardour. On more than one occasion shipwrecked Japanese
and Liu-Kiuins, who had been cast on the shores of
Formosa, had been murdered by the wild aboriginal tribes,
and in 1874 an expedition was sent to Formosa for the
purpose of chastising these tribes and acquiring guarantees
for the future security of Japanese ships and seamen.
No doubt it was also intended as a means of outlet for the
discontent of the samurai, especially those of the Satsuma
clan, and of directing their attention away from home
politics. The central Government also saw in it an oppor-
tunity for increasing the regular army, and thus of strength-
ening their position and controlling the samurai class. The
expedition was placed under the command of a younger
brother of Saigo, who had distinguished himself during the
war of the Restoration, and it was completely successful in
its object The Formosan tribes were defeated, the Japanese
troops returned in triumph in December 1874, an<i an *n-
demnity was obtained from the Chinese Government for the
expense incurred by Japan.

As soon, however, as the Formosan question was settled,
General Kuroda and Mr. (now Count) Inouy6, escorted by
several men-of-war, were despatched in December 1875 to
Korea, and after considerable difficulty they succeeded in
concluding a treaty of amity and friendship on February 26,
1876, By this treaty, which has much political significance,
it was declared that "Korea, being an independent state,
enjoys the same sovereign rights as Japan," and the Chinese
claim of suzerainty was formally ignored. It was arranged
that permanent embassies be established at Seoul and
Tokyo, and that two ports be opened to Japanese trade,